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Some facts on Estonian elections

ÅPopulation ca 1,3M

ÅEligible voters 900K é 1,1M

Å79 municipalities, no regional levels

ÅAll elections are organized centrally 

Å Riigikogu elections (12 multi-mandate districts)

Å EU Parliament elections (1 national)

Å Municipal elections (79 districts + some extra)

Å National referendums

ÅThe President is elected indirectly 
(Parliament or electoral assembly)

ÅEMB also conducts Speaker and Vice-
Speaker elections in the Parliament every 
year



Structure of the Election Organization

National Election Committee (NEC)

- Ensuresthat elections are free, general, uniform and direct

-- Supervisory role, resolves complaints

-- 7 non-political members

State Electoral Office (SEO)
- ensures that election are held in accordancewith law
- organises electronic voting

- 7-8 people permanently

Municipal election manager (municipal secretary)
- Responsiblefor organising elections in the municipality (79)

Polling station committees (450; staff 4500+)

- Half of the members politically nominated



Voting calendar in Estonian elections



Polling booths



Ballot



Internet Voting



Explaining the I -voting process



Internet Voting versus Electronic Voting

I -Voting

ÅRemote voting 
from an 
uncontrolled 
environment 
(online setting)

ÅIdentity is 
verified by 
remote means 
(e.g. eID)

E-Voting

ÅElectronic voting 
by using 
dedicated 
machines or 
devices (e.g. DRE 
devices, e-voting 
machines with 
paper auditing 
slips etc)

ÅIdentity is 
verified manually

Used in Estonia!



General outline
ÅAll major principles of paper 

voting are followed

ÅVoting from any computer 
connected to the Internet

ÅAlternative to the paper ballot

ÅState provided eID solutions used 
for authentication and voting

ÅNo location restrictions during 
the voting period



Initial Goals
ÅFirst discussions in 2002

ÅRaise voter turnout

ÅEngage young voters

ÅCater for the mobile lifestyle

ÅProvide for an additional e-
service (eID service)


